
Psychopharmacology and Emotion DPhil Projects 

Supervisors: Prof Catherine Harmer and Dr Susannah Murphy 

The Psychopharmacology and Emotion Research Laboratory explores the ways in which the brain 

processes emotional information and how this is affected by neurotransmitters such as serotonin, 

noradrenaline and dopamine. As well as telling us about normal brain function, this may help us 

understand emotional disorders such as depression and anxiety and how these may be helped by 

drug treatments that affect neurotransmitter function. We attempt to understand how conventional 

treatments may work, how mechanisms underlying treatment efficacy interact with psychological 

treatments, and also whether we can predict new candidate treatments for depression and anxiety 

using these experimental medicine models. 

Please get in contact with us if you would like to discuss a project in this area.   

 

catherine.harmer@psych.ox.ac.uk 

susannah.murphy@psych.ox.ac.uk 

 


